
NEWS RELEASE NR-36-07 (11/3/07). 
For more information, please contact Sara Harris at 

(202) 962-4000 or sharris@sfn.org.
 
For immediate release. 
 
SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE ANNOUNCES SCIENCE PRIZES AWARDED AT 
ANNUAL MEETING IN SAN DIEGO, NOV. 3–7 

SAN DIEGO, November 3, 2007–The Society for Neuroscience, the world’s largest 
organization of physicians and scientists who study the brain and nervous system, 
announces the winners of science achievement awards given this year at its annual 
meeting here. The awards and winners are listed below. 

Awards sponsored by private foundations: 

The Peter and Patricia Gruber Foundation Neuroscience Prize: Shigetada Nakanishi, 
director of Japan’s Osaka Bioscience Institute. This prize honors individuals whose 
groundbreaking work provides new models that inspire and enable fundamental shifts in 
knowledge and culture. 

The Peter and Patricia Gruber International Research Award in Neuroscience: Yulia 
Lerner of New York University and Hubert Lim of Medical University Hannover in 
Germany. This prize recognizes young scientists who have demonstrated international 
collaboration based on the best science. 

Jacob P. Waletzky Memorial Award for Innovative Research in Drug Addiction and 
Alcoholism, supported by the Waletzky Family and the Philanthropic Collaborative at 
Rockefeller Philanthrophy Advisors:  Marina Picciotto of Yale University School of 
Medicine. This award recognizes a scientist who as done research or plans to do 
research in the area of substance abuse and the brain and nervous system. 

Donald B. Lindsley Prize, supported by the Grass Foundation: Sara Aton of the 
University of Pennsylvania. This prize recognizes meritorious research in behavioral 
neuroscience. 

Awards sponsored by companies or their foundations: 

Julius Axelrod Prize, supported by the Eli Lilly and Company Foundation: Richard 
Huganir of Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, and David Julius of the University of 
California at San Francisco. The prize was established to honor a scientist with 
distinguished achievements in the broad field of neuropharmacology or a related area 
and exemplary efforts in mentoring young scientists. 

Ralph W. Gerard Prize in Neuroscience, supported by Eli Lilly Company: Nicole Le 
Douarin, of the Collège de France in Paris, a retired French developmental biologist, and 
Friedrich Bonhoeffer of the Max-Planck-Institute for Neurobiology, Munich, Germany. 
This prize honors outstanding contributions to neuroscience, and is given for recognition 
of a neuroscientist's research by their colleagues. 
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Young Investigator Award, supported by AstraZeneca: Michael Ehlers of the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute at Duke University Medical Center, and Ricardo Dolmetsch of 
Stanford Medical School.  The award is presented to a young scientist with outstanding 
achievements who has received an advanced professional degree within the past ten 
years. 

Research Awards for Innovation in Neuroscience, supported by Astellas USA 
Foundation: Edward Boyden of Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Daniel Dombeck 
of Princeton University; and Nicholas Schiff of Weill Cornell Medical College. These 
awards honor imaginative, innovative research that will advance novel ideas and have 
the potential to lead to significant breakthroughs in the understanding of the brain and 
nervous system and related diseases. 

Other SfN awards: 

Society for Neuroscience Special Recognition Award: Paul G. Allen, co-founder of 
Microsoft and founder of Vulcan Inc. This award is for his unique and generous 
contributions to neuroscience. In 2003, he founded the Allen Institute for Brain Science 
in Seattle which has charted the expression of all 20,000 genes of the mouse brain and 
has become an invaluable resource for neuroscientists. 

Mika Salpeter Lifetime Achievement Award: Huda Akil of the University of Michigan. This 
award recognizes an individual with outstanding career achievements in neuroscience 
who has also significantly promoted the professional advancement of women in 
neuroscience.  

Louise Hanson Marshall Special Recognition Award: Marion Diamond, University of 
California at Berkeley. Administered by SfN's Committee on Women in Neuroscience, 
this award is for an individual working outside the field of neuroscience who has 
significantly promoted the professional advancement of women in neuroscience. 

Science Educator Award: David Friedman of Wake Forest University School of 
Medicine. This award is given to an outstanding neuroscientist who has made significant 
contributions to educating the public about neuroscience. 

Career Development Awards: Suzanne Paradis, a postdoctoral fellow in the laboratory of 
Michael Greenberg at Harvard Medical School and Children’s Hospital in Boston; and 
Adrienne Fairhall, an assistant professor at the University of Washington. This award 
recognizes achievement and promise in scholars who have not yet received tenure.   

The Society for Neuroscience, with more than 38,000 members, is headquartered in 
Washington, DC. 
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